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CANADA’s NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - E. C. MANNING – May 6, 2018

The Faith Once Delivered #6

Today as we continue the series of talks entitled “The Faith Once Delivered”, may I direct your attention to two statements made by the Apostle Paul?  The first is in his letter to the Galatians 1:11, 12: “But I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached of me is not after man.  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the Revelation of Jesus Christ.”   The second statement on the same subject is in his letter to the Ephesians, chapter 3:1-7.  “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: how that by revelation He made known unto me the mystery;...which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ by the Gospel: whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of His power.”
These statements make clear that the Good News or Gospel of the Grace of God was committed to Paul by divine revelation and was not previously known to mankind.  The revelation of the Gospel of Grace to the Apostle Paul is a cardinal highlight of the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.  It is of tremendous importance to everyone; we need to understand its significance and relevance to us today.  That is why I would like to discuss it with you now.  Several different gospels are spoken of in the Scriptures.  Many fail to recognize the important differences between them which often leads to confusion and error.  Let me give you some examples.  Mark 1 speaks of the Gospel or Good News of Jesus Christ; Ephesians 6:15, speaks of the Gospel of Peace; Revelation 14:6, speaks of the Everlasting Gospel; Matthew 4:23, speaks of the Gospel of the Kingdom; and Acts 20:24 speaks of the Gospel of the Grace of God, the Gospel committed to the Apostle Paul by Divine Revelation.     
For the purpose of our study today, I would like to concentrate on the Gospel of the Kingdom and the Gospel of the Grace of God.  The Gospel or Good News of the Kingdom goes all the way back to the Old Testament prophets who foretold the coming of Christ as Israel’s Messiah to reign over the House of Jacob, or Israel, forever, and whose kingdom there would be not end.  One reason why the Jews did not recognize Christ as their promised Messiah was, they looked for a Messiah who would come in power and majesty as a king to free them from their oppressors and re-establish the throne of David and set up the kingdom of heaven on earth.  Consequently, when Christ came as a babe born in a lowly cattle shed, later to walk the highways and byways of Judea and Galilee, as a humble, itinerant teacher, they could not conceive of Him being their Messiah and so rejected Him as an imposter.  Their leaders likewise rejected the witness of John the Baptist, who came preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom saying, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand...There standeth one among you whom ye know not...Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”  Mark 1:14 says, “After that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.”
In fact, the Gospel of the Kingdom was the only Gospel Christ preached throughout His earthly ministry.  Most of His parables were told to illustrate important truths about His coming kingdom of heaven on earth.  They usually started with the words, “The kingdom of heaven is like unto this...” or like unto that.  His ministry, He said, was “...unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  Had they believed and acknowledged Him as their promised Messiah, He would have established the promised kingdom and taken His rightful place on the throne of His father David.  Instead, they rejected Him and branded Him a blasphemer and impostor, and persuaded the Roman Governor, Pilate, to sentence Him to death by crucifixion. But God, in keeping with His eternal plan and purpose, turned their rejection and crucifixion of His Son into an open door to eternal salvation, not only for Israel but for the Gentile world as well.  On the Cross God laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  He died, “the Just for the unjust”, the Sinless for the sinful, the Creator for His creation, that the door might be opened for another Gospel addressed not only to Israel but to Gentiles as well, the Gospel or Good News that through the Grace of God, the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs and of the same body and partakers of His promise in Christ.  When Christ had paid in full, by His death, the price of our redemption, He rose again from the dead.  Through the witness of the twelve apostles and their fellow-believers to Christ’s deity and resurrection, God afforded His people Israel another opportunity to acknowledge that Jesus was indeed, their Messiah and receive Him as their Saviour and Sovereign Lord.  That is why, from the birth of the kingdom church at Pentecost, the witness of the apostles was not to Gentiles but to the Jews.

The Apostle Peter, addressing those who witnessed His miraculous healing of a paralyzed man in the name of Christ, concluded with these words in Acts 3:25-26: “Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the Covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, (And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.  Unto you first (notice those words, unto you first) God, having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.”   Earlier, as recorded in Acts 3:19-21, he had said to them “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.”  Now listen carefully, “And He shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.”
You see the theme of his message.  They had crucified God’s Son, their Messiah, Jesus Christ.  God had now given them added proof of His deity and that He had resurrected Him from the dead.  If, in the light of Christ’s resurrection, they would now believe and acknowledge His deity and Messiah-ship, Christ would return and the promised kingdom of heaven on earth would be ushered in.  But again they refused to believe, and continued refusing despite the irrefutable proofs of Christ’s resurrection.  The Church during that period following Pentecost is often spoken of as the “kingdom church” because the theme of the apostle’s witness to the Jews was that if they now believe, the resurrected Christ would return and set up His kingdom as God had promised through their Old Testament prophets.  When you come in the divine record to Acts chapters 10 and 11, you find the first departure from the apostle’s witness exclusively to the Jews.  Those chapters record how a Gentile named Cornelius was moved to send for Peter to learn from him the way of life, and how God removed Peter’s unwillingness to fellowship with a Gentile by giving him a vision through which He taught Peter that he should not regard any man as common or unclean.  Peter visited the house of Cornelius, and as he witnessed to the Deity and Resurrection of Christ, Cornelius and his household believed and were endued with the Holy Spirit as the Jewish believers had been at Pentecost.  When Peter returned to Jerusalem, he was criticized by the Hebrew Christians for having preached to the Gentiles.  But he recounted the vision God had given him, and Cornelius’ response to his witness, as evidence that God was intending to extend salvation through Christ to Gentiles as well as Jews.

Meanwhile, Saul of Tarsus, the most vehement enemy of the kingdom church, experienced a miraculous conversion on the Road to Damascus, where he was going with the intention of apprehending any and all who professed faith in Christ.  Saul, whose name was later changed to Paul, described his conversion in these words, in his defense before King Agrippa, as recorded in Acts 22:6-21 “As I made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me.  And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, (Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?’  And I answered, (Who art thou, Lord?’  And He said unto me, (I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest’. ...And I said, (What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said unto me, (Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do’.  “And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, came...and said unto me, (Brother Saul, receive thy sight’.  And the same hour I looked upon him.  And he said, (The God our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know His Will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of His mouth.  For thou shalt be His witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.’  And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; and saw Him saying unto me, (...Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles’.”
In his letter to the Galatians, Paul recounts how he then went into Arabia, and later returned to Damascus.  It seems most likely that the Gospel of the Grace of God was committed to him while in Arabia.  In Galatians 2, he speaks of going to Jerusalem 14 years later with Barnabas to communicate to the Jewish Christians the Gospel of Grace that God had commissioned him to preach to the Gentiles.  Acts 15 describes the serious controversy that developed between the Hebrew Christians at Jerusalem and the Christians of the Gentile churches throughout Asia, who had responded to the Gospel of the Grace of God through Paul’s ministry.  The Hebrew Christians held that circumcision was necessary for salvation and that Christians were required to keep the Law of Moses.  Read the chapter for your self, for it is a most interesting record of how fundamental differences between the Gospel preached by the kingdom church and the Gospel of Grace as revealed to Paul led to a serious controversy, and how it was resolved.

Let me close by pointing out the glorious scope and completeness of the Gospel of Grace by reading Acts 13:38, 39, where Paul, speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, says, “Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man (i.e., Jesus Christ) is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the Law of Moses.”  Did you get that?  By Him, that is, by Jesus Christ, all, not just some, but all that believe, are justified, not maybe, or will be, but right here and now, are justified, from not just some things, not just from sins of the past, but “are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the Law of Moses.”  While the kingdom church was born at Jerusalem at Pentecost, the church of Grace was headquartered at Antioch from whence Paul and Barnabas started their first missionary journey.  Their message was not just to the Jews, but to all people of all colors and races.  The great and glorious mystery of the Gospel of Grace, Paul says, is that not only the Jews but also the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs and of the same body and partakers of God’s promise in Christ.  For in Him “...there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”   That is why genuine Bible Christianity, born of the Grace of God, is the answer to racial prejudices, to conflicts between employers and employees, and to inequalities between men and women.  Let me repeat it.  In Him “...there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”  The Gospel of Grace gave birth to the church of Grace and the great, universal, mystical body of Christ which we will discuss in our next talk.

But let me ask you now what your response has been to the Gospel or Good News of the Grace of God?  Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died for your sins, according to the Scriptures?  That He was buried, and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures?  Do you believe that “by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the Law of Moses”?  If so, have you opened your heart and life to Him and invited Him to be your personal Saviour and Lord?  If not, will you do so today?  May God bless you.
