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ENOCH

I would like to talk to you about a man who walked with God.  There were only two men in the Old Testament of whom it is said they walked with God, many others obviously did, but it is specifically recorded only of these two men.  So, our attention is drawn to them, one is Enoch and the other is Noah. It is fascinating to look at their lives and learn from them. 

Today I would like to examine some things in the life of Enoch.  There are only three short passages in Scripture about this man compared to several chapters about Abraham or Moses.  We are intrigued and wish we had much more information, but there is enough written about his life to bless and challenge us.  We have to go way back in the Bible to Genesis 5:18 to read about Enoch.  “And Jared lived one hundred sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch: and Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died.  And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: And Enoch walked with God: and he was not: for God took him.”  That is about all we have in the Old Testament.  
The writer of the Book of Hebrew’s adds a little more in Chapter 11 verse 5 where it says, “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.”  So here we see that the basic ingredient of Enoch walking with God was by faith that is, believing and acting on what God has said.  So, in any age faith is the important principle that we must learn to live by.  Then the final reference to Enoch is in Jude 14 and 15 which says “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these (evil men) saying, Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”  So here we learn that Enoch’s time was a difficult time. He was a prophet, that is, he declared God’s truth about sin and evil and his coming punishment on all who refuse to repent of their wickedness.  So, all in all we have some fascinating revelations about the man Enoch, let’s look at them today. 
First it says Enoch was the seventh from Adam that is the seventh generation from Adam.  Enoch then lived quite early in the history of the human race, in only seven generations from Adam, wickedness had increased to the point that evil men not only lived in rebellion to God but seemed to encourage each other in their sinfulness as well as challenging the God of Heaven to do anything about it. The world already was far down that road of evil which would culminate in the great flood of Noah’s time just a few hundred years after Enoch. During all the evil of Enoch’s day, still he was able to walk with God. Despite all the evil around him he was able to live a godly life, in sweet fellowship and communion with the living God. What an encouragement that is for us today. We too live in an evil time, ungodliness is popular, God and godliness is often scoffed at. Many in our day are uttering hard speeches against God for allowing war and famine and disease to spread in the world.  We may not have all the answers, but we know that God is Holy and just, but He is also, loving and caring. God loved the world enough to send His own Son to suffer and die on the cross to pay man’s penalty.  He does care and calls men to trust Him by faith as Enoch did and to leave the scoffers and the life of the ungodly and come and walk with Him.  Adam, we will note was still alive when Enoch lived so the people of Enoch’s day could easily have gone to him and learned the facts about Creation and about God and how to know Him and to please Him.  They chose to follow their own misguided and puny human wisdom which led them to rebel against God.  This ultimately resulted in God’s judgment of the flood.  Enoch listened to God, experienced a completely satisfying life and was prepared for eternity.  I hope you will do the same.
Then the Scriptures revealed that Enoch was a family man, he begat Methuselah who was the world’s longest living man.  Some scholars have suggested that the words “Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah” indicates that it might have been the birth of his son that caused him to turn to God and this is certainly possible.  Many a worldling has lived without a thought of God till the birth of a child, then, the miracle of life and the added responsibility for that life has caused many parents to see the need of Sunday School and Church and started many on the pathway to walking with God. Scriptures says other sons and daughters were born to Enoch, so he had all the pressures of a large family and the responsibilities that are attended with such: clothing, food, a home, settling arguments to the satisfaction of all and many other difficult situations that always seem to arise. Despite such Enoch lived a saintly life.  

A young boy once read about the pillar saints of the Middle Ages. They were men who felt that the only way they could live holy was to be separate from the world.  So, they lived on top of a pole or a pillar, some for several years.  The boy was intrigued by this and coming home one day he climbed up on the kitchen stool and announced to his family his intention to stay there for the next twenty years.  His mother reached for the spanking stick and said young man get off that stool and go to your room, the lad quickly obeyed, but later he wrote in his diary I can say it is extremely difficult to be a saint in one’s own family and so it is. Enoch in spite of all the frustrations and responsibilities of family life, walked with God and lived a life pleasing to God.  I hope parents will take courage from the life of Enoch.  
Then Enoch walked with God in a day when most walked away from him this meant that he had few companions to turn to, few others that wanted to walk with him and communion with God. Enoch must have stood out like a sore thumb in his generation, he certainly was different, but that didn’t seem to bother him much. He didn’t seem to want the compliments of a wicked generation, nor did he seek the approval of such. He was concerned about what God thought and about what God wanted, so he left the wayward crowd at some point in his life and sought the companionship of the Living God.  Sooner or later, we must do the same. II Corinthians 6:17 says “Wherefore come out from among them and be ye separate saith the Lord and I will receive you and will be a Father unto you and ye shall be My sons and daughters saith the Lord Almighty.” Like Joshua of old we need “to choose ye this day whom ye will serve.” Joshua chose the Lord; Enoch chose the Lord and every believer in any age has had to make the same choice.  Whom will you serve?  If you want to walk with God you need to choose the Lord Jesus Christ, for He is God’s sent One, who came into the world to reconcile us to God.  I trust you will choose Him today and begin the exciting, rewarding adventure of walking with God.

Then Jude says Enoch prophesied. This means he proclaimed God’s word to those around him, he had found peace and a wonderful relationship with God and wanted others to find it too.  It is interesting to note the things that Enoch spoke about. He was the first to proclaim the coming of the Lord to Earth. Jude 14 says, “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of His saints.”  So, God had revealed the important truth of one day that He was coming to earth and Enoch would not be alone or Enoch says God would not be alone, but ten thousand of believers would be coming with Him.  To Enoch, who had very few believers around him in his day, this must have seemed like a huge number of people who would one day come to the Lord and walk in His ways.  Today hundreds of thousands are coming to know the Lord, in many countries of the world and down through the ages millions have made that decision to go God’s way.  All believers who have received Christ will one day come back with the Lord according to Enoch’s prophecy and will live and remain upon the earth. Friends with such glorious future ahead of us let us be faithful here and sharing the Gospel of Christ with all that we can.

Then a very special event in Enoch’s life is stated in Hebrews 11:5 it says that “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death;” Of all the other patriarchs recorded in Genesis it is said that their life ended and they died, but Enoch didn’t die, he was translated, that is, caught up to heaven alive, he didn’t taste of death.  Some scholars believe that because he hasn’t died that Enoch will be one of the two special witnesses that is prophesied to come in the Tribulation time to witness especially to Israel.  Revelation 11:3 speaks of this when it says, “And I will give power unto My two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and three score days, clothed in sackcloth.” Now this works out to be three and a half years, so it is during the latter half of the tribulation period.  Scripture then goes on to say they will be killed by the beast or the Antichrist only to be raised again three and a half days later, Revelation 11:11.

The other witness will be Elijah as Malachi prophesies in Malachi 4:5.  
Now getting back to Enoch’s translation “Enoch was walking with God one day and was not.” The Bible says without warning, instantly, he was translated or caught to be with the Lord in God’s beautiful eternal home.  What a thrilling experience. Believers in Christ will one day experience this very thing for Jesus promised “In my Father’s house are many mansions, if it were not so I would of told you I go to prepare a place for you and if I go and prepare a place for you I will come again and receive you unto myself that where I am there ye maybe also.” Jesus spoke here of the Rapture, the catching away of the Church to Heaven. God revealed this truth to Paul also who wrote “Behold I show you a mystery we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a moment in the twinkling of an eye at the last trump.  For the trumpet shall sound and the dead in Christ shall be raised incorruptible and we shall be changed”. (II Corinthians”). “For the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout with the voice of the Archangel and with the trump of God then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (I Thessalonians 4).  Enoch was the first to experience Rapture and he becomes a type or the picture of the Church, caught away instantly without having to go through that final struggle of death. The blessed hope of the church is that we will be the generation of believers that will experience that translation like Enoch.  Jesus is coming back first to receive His Bride and then to take them home where He has prepared a place, then He will come with His saints it says to destroy a rebellious and wicked world and establish a Kingdom of righteousness. I trust you will come and follow the Lord, walk with Him and be prepared for these great events.
