CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - George Francisco
“EBENEZER -The God Who Helps”
The story of Ebenezer took place comparatively early in the history of Israel. Moses, you recall led the Children of Israel out of the bondage of Egypt. Under Joshua, the twelve tribes entered the Promise Land after wandering for forty years in the wilderness.  Then followed the period of the Judges, Israel would forget God, fall into idol worship, God would punish them by allowing their enemies to overcome them, Israel would then repent and call upon the Lord and the Lord would then raise up Judges such as Jephthah, Samson or Gideon and through them would deliver Israel. Samuel was the last judge of Israel and he was prominent in the change of Israel’s leadership from a theocracy to a monarchy by anointing Saul, the first king of Israel.  

The story of Ebenezer takes place during Samuel’s life and we turn to it now I Samuel Chapter 7 verses 3-12. “And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return to the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve Him only: and He will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashtaroth and served the LORD only. And Samuel said,’ Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the LORD.’ And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it out before the LORD, and fasted on that day, and said there,’ We have sinned against the LORD.’ And Samuel judged the Children of Israel in Mizpeh. And when the Philistines heard that the Children of Israel were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lord’s of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the Children of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines. And the Children of Israel said to Samuel, ‘Cease not to cry unto the LORD our God for us, that He will save us out of the hand of the Philistines.’ And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering, wholly unto the LORD: and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him. And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel. And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under Beth-car. Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it, EBENEZER, saying, Hither to hath the LORD helped us. So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more into the coast of Israel:” 

EBENEZER was the commemoration of a great and wonderful deliverance of Israel by God’s help. It was so significant that Samuel set up that special stone for a memorial so that whenever people passed by they would be reminded, not only of that time of deliverance but of all the times that God had helped them in the past. We need to note that the Bible teaches that God does help those who turn to Him. We are all familiar with the words of Psalm 46 which says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” (verse 1). In verse 5 again speaking of Israel it says, “God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early.” In Hosea 13: 9 God declares to Israel, “O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in Me is thine help.” So God is a God of help. He is willing to help not only Israel, but anyone who truly seeks Him, for we have a promise in II Chronicles 16:9 which says, “For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth,  to show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him.” 
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Do you need help today in your life, in your marriage or in your work? God is a wonderworking helper and is waiting to help you and all who are troubled, but there must be a sincerity in our seeking if we would find God’s help. In I Samuel 7, we see before EBENEZER can take place or the help of God comes to us there must be a preparation. Israel took several important steps before finding God’s help. The first step was Contrition verse 2 of I Samuel 7 says, “... and all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.”, that is, they were truly sorry for the way they had left God and followed their own sinful ways. Then Secondly there was confession verse 6 says of Israel, “And they gathered together to Mizpeh... and said there,”We have sinned against the LORD.” They not only knew that they had sinned, but they confessed their sins before God. There is a wonderful promise in the New Testament in I John 1:9, God’s Word says “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins...” Confession is an important part of bringing God’s blessing and help to us. God can make such promises because Christ died on the cross for us and paid the full penalty of our sins. After confession there was cleansing.  In verse 3 of I Samuel 7, Samuel said to them “...put away the strange gods...among you.” Israel had to be cleansed from their sin then they could face, pursue and conquer their enemies. Scripture says that God thundered upon the Philistines making them afraid perhaps and then verse 11 the men of Israel pursued the Philistines and smote them. Just as those steps led Israel to EBENEZER where God’s mighty help came, they will lead you and me to finding God’s help as well. God loves us and He like the father of the prodigal son will run to meet us with words of kindness and forgiveness if we will turn to Him with all our hearts.

  
In Matthew 14 Jesus asked His disciples to go across the sea of Galilee and later He came walking on the water to them during a storm. Peter impetuously asked in Matthew 14:28-31 “...bid me come unto Thee on the water. And Jesus said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him...” That short prayer ‘Lord, save me’ brought the help that Peter needed, and a similar prayer will bring God’s help to you as well. I invite you now to turn your heart and life over to the Lord Jesus Christ ask Him to come into your heart and into your life and to forgive you and cleanse you from your sins and to control every situation in which you have a need. You will soon be able to say EBENEZER, the Lord hath helped me when I needed it most.  

Then EBENEZER not only had an important preparation, but it also reveals a pathway to blessing in the Christian life verse 9 says “... and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Israel; and the Lord heard him.” Prayer was an important part in bringing God’s help to the Nation.   At the time Israel was weak and the people were in personal distress, they were not prepared for war, yet the Philistines chose that very moment to come against them in battle. Satan God’s enemy is a skillful tactician it seems. We can learn from this that we too have an enemy of the soul who will not attack us in our points of strength as much as in our points of weakness.  It is when we are tired and burdened with trials and cares that Satan sends his strongest attacks, temptations come at our weakest moment. Jesus said, “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Matthew 26:41). Prayer keeps us alert to the tactics of the enemy, and it puts us in a spiritual place, where God’s power can be connected to our need.  Jesus continually instructed His disciples to pray, He said: “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek,  and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be open to you:” (Matthew 7:7). Again, He said, “All power is given unto Me...”  (Matthew 28:18). Prayer then connects us to the God of power. When Samuel cried unto the Lord, the Lord heard him and thundered a great thunder upon the Philistines. Brethren, we need to pray as Samuel did for ourselves and for our families that we will be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. We need to pray for our pastors and churches that they will be enabled to powerfully and effectively proclaim God’s Word in this sinful age. We need to cry out to God on behalf of our nation which continues to drift away from God’s Word and God’s ways. Job declared that God sends down the rain according to the amount of vapor that ascends. (Job 36:27). Could it be that God will rain down spiritual blessings only when the Church gets desperate and sends up prayer as a torrid of vapor heavenward? Let us renew our commitment to prayer and seek God’s face earnestly as Samuel did so that we can have a spiritual EBENEZER.

The second step in the pathway to blessing was the importance of the lamb. Verse 10 says, “And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering... the LORD thundered with a great thunder.” Samuel offered up a lamb and it was then that God sent heavenly help. Scripture says that Jesus is “...the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29).  He died to pay for our sins and when we realize that we can do nothing to save ourselves and come to the cross and accept God’s Lamb for our sins,  this enables God to pour out His blessing and forgiveness.  When we stand and declare that Christ is God’s Lamb sent from heaven for all mankind, then God can thunder, as it were, in the minds and the hearts of sinful men and melt those hearts of stone. Jesus said, “And I, if I be lifted from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.” (John 12:32), To lift up Christ as God’s Lamb is vitally important. It is the truth of the Gospel and truth is powerful.  It is the Gospel seed and when it is sown in the minds and hearts of men it will guarantee a spiritual harvest. Romans 1:16 says that God Word and Christ “... is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.” Let us look to the Lamb, lift up the Lamb, stand unmovable for the Lamb.  This will assure us of God’s help and blessing. 

The stone EBENEZER that Samuel set up was a constant reminder to the people that God had helped them in every way in the past. Perhaps some thought back to their deliverance from Egypt, others to the time when God provided for them in the wilderness. Still others to the times when God gave them victory over powerful military nations. EBENEZER reminded them that God had been faithful to them even when they had been so unfaithful. There is inherent in all of this a promise for the future, for if God had helped them in every way in the past, then there is confidence that He would be there for them in the future.  This is the essence of the New Testament teaching Jesus said have faith in God, behold the fowls of the air, God provides for them He will provide for us. (Matthew 6:25-34). I trust today that EBENEZER will be an important part of your life as you come and look for God’s help and trust your heart and your life to Him.  





